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state of Tanjore. Until that report shall be received, it
"will be impossible to form a permanent system for the im-
provement of the interests of the Rajah or of the Company
in that fertile, but harassed country. I think it necessary,
however, to apprize your Lordship, that such information m
I have already been enabled to obtain upon this subject,
leads me to hope that the most advantageous arrangement
for the interests of the Company will prove to be that which
would evidently most redound to their honour, and would
place the character of their justice on the most substantial
foundations. Your Lordship will have anticipated my idea,
that the restoration of the whole country to Serfogee under
an improved system of management, checked by the super-
intendence of the Government of Fort St. George, would
produce the most beneficial permanent consequences to both
parties. It was with this express view that I suggested the
policy of endeavouring to persuade Serfogee to make a tem-
porary cession of his kingdom to our management, in order
that "we might provide for him (during our temporary pos-
session) not only such a permanent system of administra-
tion as should enable him hereafter to govern his people
with justice and mildness, but also such funds as should
admit of his making the necessary advances for the culti-
vation of the country, and of his securing the regular dis-
charge of his subsidy to the Company.

" I now proceed to that part of my communication witli
your Lordship, which, although the most delicate and in-
vidious, is, perhaps, the most urgently demanded by my
public duty, and by the real interest which I take in the
success of your Lordship^s administration.

" With these sentiments I shall deliver my unreserved
opinion of the character of such persons as I had an oppor-
tunity of knowing at Madras; and I must observe that
although my continuance at Madras was but short, I had